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Foreword

We, the undersigned, Members of South Presentation Centre CLG 
and representatives of the world-wide Presentation Family are 
privileged to launch and promote The Charter of Nano Nagle Place, a 
core document of South Presentation Centre CLG as referred to in its 
Constitutions. This Charter articulates the purpose, values and vision 
of the company in carrying out its mission as expressed in the main 
object of the company;

3.1 The Company is established for the following main object:
The advancement of the educational and other charitable purposes 
and works of the Presentation Congregation in accordance with the 
principles and guidance set out by Nano Nagle and as pursued by the 
Congregation in the spirit of Nano Nagle, in response to the needs of 
the time and in a way that gives a living expression of her vision as 
enshrined in the ‘Charter’

The legacy of Nano Nagle, namely her vision and charism, emanates 
from the site now known as Nano Nagle Place and continues to spread 
throughout the world. The values and norms, mission and action 
representing over 240 years of service by Presentation Sisters are 
defined in this charter. Through excellence in leadership, governance and 
operation, it is our hope that those who visit Nano Nagle Place, may be 
so inspired as to further Nano’s legacy to all those in need, especially the 
powerless and those made poor.



Finally, we congratulate and sincerely thank all those who worked 
so long and hard in planning, implementing and preparing for the 
opening of operations at Nano Nagle Place culminating in its launch 
by former President of Ireland, Dr. Mary McAleese on 18 December 
2017.

Signed by The Members of South Presentation Centre CLG:

Historical Background

Nano Nagle was born in 1718 to a family of wealthy Catholic landowners 
in Ireland. At the time, the penal laws deprived Catholics of many basic 
rights. Prominent among the prohibitions was the law forbidding Catholics 
to run schools, forcing families, such as the Nagles, to send their children 
to France and the Low Countries to be educated. Poorer Catholics were 
faced with ignorance and illiteracy on the one hand or the proselytizing 
Charter Schools on the other. 

When Nano Nagle returned from France around 1748, she was so disturbed 
by the plight of the poor that she encountered in her native country that 
she began almost immediately taking steps to remedy the situation. She 
used the income she had from her family to establish over time seven 
schools in Cork for both boys and girls. She also made provision for the 
elderly and the prisoners in the locality and visited daily the poor in 
their homes. In attempting to ensure a stable future for her schools, she 
introduced the Ursuline Sisters to Ireland. Finally, in 1775 Nano Nagle 
founded the Presentation Sisters, intending that they would not be bound 
by the rules of enclosure as the Ursulines were. She 
desired her Sisters to be free to move around Cork 
doing good works for the poor of the city by 
following the example she had set. 

Following the death of Nano Nagle, the 
Presentation Sisters spread around the world 
to all five continents, holding true to the values 
of their Founder while always maintaining a 
special loyalty to the place where she began 
her work, and where she is buried, South 
Presentation Convent, Cork.



Nano Nagle Place

In 2011, the Presentation Sisters established the South Presentation Centre 
CLG (operating as Nano Nagle Place) for the purpose of transforming the 
site into a vibrant, welcoming, sacred place where the legacy of Nano 
can be handed on, the living energy of Nano be experienced and the 
story told of Presentation making a difference throughout the world. The 
company established by the Presentation Congregations is a faith-based 
company living out the values promoted by Nano Nagle and generations of 
Presentation Sisters and their colleagues. 

Today Nano Nagle Place comprises: 

• an interactive Heritage Centre that tells the story of the work of the 
Spirit of God in the life of Nano Nagle and her followers 

• an Archival Centre where the significant documents and artefacts of 
the Congregation, in particular the Irish Provinces and the Central 
Leadership, are preserved 

• facilities for a Global Learning hub emanating from the founding story 
and promoting its values 

• facilities for projects for and with those made poor and those made to 
live on the margins of society

• a spirituality centre that includes a contemplative garden

• a cafe as a place of special value in the context of welcome and of 
ongoing sharing of experiences

• accommodation for a resident community of Presentation Sisters, for 
visitors and for Presentation administrative offices

• the convent cemetery where the tomb of Nano Nagle is located along 
with the graves of many other Presentation and Ursuline Sisters and 
two young pupils.

Nano Nagle Place operates in a dynamic 
environment in all aspects of its operations. Issues 
related to governance, leadership, structures and 

performance must, therefore, be under regular 
review and renewal to ensure the organisation 

remains faithful to its core purpose, i.e., to 
preserve the legacy and continue the mission of 
Nano Nagle and the Presentation Sisters. In ever 

changing circumstances, it is of vital importance 
that the purpose of the organisation is clearly 

articulated and understood by all involved. 
An understanding of the philosophy, goals, 

and strategic directions of Nano Nagle Place 
is essential to its ongoing success. These are 

expressed in our Vision, Mission and Values.



Vision 

In all aspects of Nano Nagle Place, God’s reign of truth and 
goodness, justice, love and peace is proclaimed. 

Mission 

Nano Nagle Place shares the values proclaimed in the 
life and mission of Jesus, offering all who come an 
opportunity to be informed, inspired, challenged and 
transformed so that they too might make a difference in 
our world. 

At its core is an invitation: 

• to hear the story of Nano Nagle and her pioneering 
work in education for the poor of 18th century Ireland

• to experience the continuing power of that story 
in our contemporary world, through demonstration 
of present day involvements of women and men 
influenced by her story, both at Nano Nagle Place 
and in many different cultures around the world

• to learn how one person, like Nano Nagle can make 
a far-reaching difference in promoting fullness of life 
for those most vulnerable

• to re-interpret the story’s relevance for our world 
today.

• to be personally touched by the challenge,  
“What can I do to make a difference?”



Community 
Creating a strong community spirit, leading to 
harmonious cooperation among all activities of the 
organisation, with integration of purpose and balanced 
by clarity of boundaries 

Justice 
Honouring all of creation, respecting all people, 
promoting sustainability, raising awareness of global 
injustice, having a right relationship with God, self, our 
neighbour and all of creation 

Excellence 
Maintaining the highest standards of integrity in all 
aspects of our work at Nano Nagle Place and providing 
an appropriate environment in which all activities of 
the organisation give practical expression to the Vision, 
Mission and Values.

Values

Hospitality 
Welcoming all who come to Nano Nagle Place by sharing 
the spirit of loving kindness characteristic of Nano and 
her followers 

Compassion 
Cultivating an attitude of openhearted care and 
understanding, especially towards the most vulnerable 

Creativity 
Exploring innovative ways of continuing the dream of 
Nano Nagle, responding to the changing contexts of 21st 
century society 

Human Dignity 
Promoting in its programs and materials recognition 
of the value of each person as worthy of great respect 
and deserving of freedom from any form of slavery and 
exploitation 



Application of the Charter

The Company and all who live and work at Nano Nagle Place commit 
to ongoing evaluation in the light of the Vision, Mission and Values of 
this Charter. In particular to evaluating our work with regard to our 
commitment to: 

• being informed by Gospel values and by Catholic Social teaching 

• providing an atmosphere and a space for reflection and contemplation 

• raising awareness of the need for compassion and action in relation to 
the most vulnerable of our world and for the vulnerability of creation 
itself

• providing a place and space for hospitality and creativity 

• collaborating with agencies and organisations who share our values 

• providing opportunities for learning for individuals and communities 

• ensuring that we operate from the highest possible professional and 
governing standards 

• valuing the contribution of all who live and work at Nano Nagle Place 

• holding and transmitting the living heritage of Nano Nagle 

• acquiring, allocating and distributing resources justly, responsibly and 
in a sustainable manner 

• demonstrating ecological concern and respect for the Earth 

• discerning and responding to change and development with regard to 
emerging social needs and to technological advances 

• inducting and upskilling staff and volunteers in a professional manner 
in keeping with the faith basis of the organisation 

• providing strong organisational leadership in keeping with  
the Mission of Nano Nagle Place.

Conclusion

The Members of the South Presentation Centre CLG 
consider the content set forth in this Charter to be 
binding on the Company, its Members and the staff 
and volunteers who implement and bring it to life at 
Nano Nagle Place. May our work there be blessed as 
we strive to follow Nano Nagle in bringing the light of 
Christ to a world in need of vision and hope.





Tuesday – Sunday 
10am – 5pm 

Guided tours 3pm

Nano Nagle Place, 
Douglas Street, Cork City, Ireland

www.nanonagleplace.ie  021 419 3580
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